GUIDE 
PER FECTION, 


For the Guide. to Christian : 


oN, TILE RELATION OF A OF FAITIE TO THE DIS. 
CHARGE OF CIVIL AND POLITIC AL DUTIES. 


The element of a living faith in the soul adapts itself to every situation. - 
Wonderful alike by its fruitfulness and its flexibility, it furnishes principles 
of action applicable to all varieties of human conduct, inspiring the duties: 


which we owe to ourselves, to God, and to our fellow men. It has a practi- 
eal relation therefore to civil and political duties, as well as others. It is es- 
pecially a-matter of interesting inquiry, in the present disturbed and con- 
flicting state of the world, to what extent and under what circumstances a 
person, Who professes to live’ by faith in the Son of God, can properly en- 
gage in the discussions and strifes of party politics, Some are of opinion, 
that such persons ought to take no part whatever in political concerns; and 


that sucha participation, even in the smallest degree, is inconsistent with. 


that entire separation from the world which they have professed. From 
this extreme opinion, however, we think it the part of truth and wisdom to 
dissent. We are clearly taught in the Scriptures, that governments, sus- 
tained by human agency, and designed to operate upon men, are approved, 
and are required by the Supreme being. Man, by becoming a Christian, 
does not cease to be a man; and while, by becoming a Christian, he takes a 
higher position, and assumes a higher class of Susie he is not at liberty, on 
that account, to vacate, and to dispense with the duties which belong to him 
as a man andacitizen. I:very man, therefore, is bound to sustain govern- 
ment by personally obeying the Jaws, by aiding in elevating suitable persons 
to office, and by ccuntenancing and aiding the proper authorities in the exer- 
cise of their legitimate functions. As far as this, every thing seems to be 
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always be political parties. It is proper for us, as men and as citizens 


2 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


clear. No man will be less religious, less holy, less the subject of a trium- 
phant faith, in consequence of discharging civil and political duties to the 
extent which has been specified. But it is obvious that this view of the 
subject does not meet all the inquiries which naturally arise in relation to it: 

The truly difficult question is this, Can a man who is wholly consecrated 
to God, and who lives by faith, consistently with such a state of mind, unite 
himself to a political party, and pledge himself, as a member of the party, to 
party discipline and party measures? ‘To this question, as thus stated, we 


can have no hesitation in answering in the negative. ; 
First. In republics, and also in constitutional monarchies, we may rea- 


sonably expect, if we are permitted to reason from the past, that there will 


s, and 


not inconsistent with our duty as Christians, to become acquainted with the © 


principles or doctrines of such parties. And we may also, in accordance 


with the views which we entertain of party doctrines and principles, very . 
properly give the preference to one party over another. But this does not, 
_by any means, make, us a party man, in the ordinary and the censurable 


sense of the expression. The preference which we give is only a general 
preference, founded on general views. But the obligations of a holy life ex- 


tend not only to general views and general acts, but to particular views and » 
particular acts, and to all acts, of any and every kind, A party may be right | 


in its general doctrines and practices, and yet be wrong, very wrong, in par- 
ticular acts. A man who, in the exercise of faith, walks daily in the light of 


‘God’s divine direction, can never knowingly follow his party to the adoption 


of any wrong measure; and therefore cannot, in the strict sense of the 
terms, be considered a party man. In a multitude of cases he is obliged, on 
the principles of rectitude, to dissent from the particular acts and practices 
of his party, although he prefers its general principles and doctrines above 


thdse of any other party. As the doctrine of holiness requires him to seek 


the divine direction in every act, and always to be guided by the Holy 


Spin, he may follow his party just so far as they go right, but can never fol- 


low them, nor approve them when they go wrong. 

Seconp. Butthisis not all. Itis very desirable that those who are aiming 
at a holy life should stand aloof from the tactics of party, and whatever con- 
stitutes the machinery of party movement. In all ordinary cases it js un- 
doubtedly true, if we wish to accomplish a good end, we may rightly employ 
all proper means which are subordinate to that end. ‘lo abandon the 
means is, In fact, to abandon the end. But in party tactics and movements, 
there is generally so strong a bias of self-interest, so much of the busy lit- 
tleness oF human calculation, and so little of broad and generous confidence 


“In God's providential government, that the man whose heart is wedded to 


the Divine Mind, cannot safely or consistently have any ‘hing to do with 
them. If, therefore, with a view to the accomplishment of the general ob- 
ject, he acts with the party, it must be on the principles of individual move- 
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RELATION OF FAITH TO THE DISCHARGE OF DUTIES. 3 


ment and responsibility, and not under the pressure of party discipline, and 
as an irresponsible portion of the organized machinery of political tactics. 
The general ebject he has in view may be the same with that ofa particular 
party ; but he cannot stoop to any means which do not commend themselves | 
to the spirit of perfect rectitude, and upon which he eannot ask the divine 
blessing. Sustained by faith in God, who is the ruler of nations as well as 
of individuals, he sees no medeceily of taking such a course, independently 
of its inherent viciousness. A holy person, therefore, although he may 
sometimes uct sialsically. with some party in. preference to another , Is not 
properly a party man, and cannot be considered as such. 

Turtrp, A person who enjoys, or who wishes to enjoy, the life of faith in 
God, should avoid all political re ading, Which is of a mere party character. 


We do not say all political reading, which in many cases would be wrong 
but all that political reading which is of a mere party character; that is to 
say, Which regards the obligations of party, rather than the interests of truth. 
Such reading is so full of unjust suspicion and recrimination, in a word, is_ 
generally so false as well as violent, that no man, who is true to the claims 
of holiness, ean take any pleasure init. Jt is not only in the highest degree 
unprofitable, but itis positiv ely evil in its effeets. caléntated, in partic- 

3 ular, to produce an agitated and restless state of mind, exceedingly adverse 
calm reflection, as well as interior peace. 


Besides this, a person is liable, by sueh re: ing, to become entangled in 
prejudices, in party interests, in the variety of partial and secular feeclings, 
which so extensively and prevail, In other words, he exposes 
himself to the dreadful temptation of getting aside from the true centre, 
which is God, and of being drawn into the absorbing and destructive vortex 
of the world. With all such reading, therefore, he is bound, as a man that 
walks with God, to have as litde to do as possible, 


Povurtra. But the inquiry will perhaps be made here, Can a person be so 
R useful, politically and as a citizen, who takes this course, as he would other- 
wise be? To this question we cannot hesitate to answer in the affirmative. 
Ilistory shows us, that m republics, and in constitutional governments of what- 
ever kind, parties are in general very nearly equally balanced. The violence 
of their antagonistical struggles, also, and the moral recklessness of their 
strife, When any questton-of great Inoment is at issue, are found to be near- 
ly in proportion to the equality of their strength. At such a crisis, when the 
very foundations of the commonwealth are shaken, how desirable, how 
necessary is the presence and influence of a conservative body of men, who, 
in their freedom from passion, canestimate the just claims of truth, and, 
the strength of moral and religious principle, will, at all hazards, do what is 
right. Hence it has generally beeu found in this country, that, when great 
constitutional and moral questions have been at stake, the results have been 
favorable to law and truth, in consequence of the accession, at the precise 
moment of danger, of thgse of all denominations of persons, who, in their 


= 4 
ch 
4 
“a 
mi 
ion 
4 
a 
+ 
at 
a 
‘vs 
wall 
| 
A 
‘ 
a4 
7 
Be 
ig 
a 
2 
a? 
‘ 
3 
a 


4 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


devotion to rectitude of principle, have declined to recognize the coercions 
of party discipline. Such persons constitute, if we may be allowed an_his- 
torical allusion, the genuine “ Imperial Guard,” the true “ Macedonian Pha- 
lanx,” who, unwilling to expend their efforts unnecessarily, strike only at the 
moment of imminent hazard, and whose moral strength renders them invin- 
cible. Is it not usefulness and honor enough to do what God would have us 
do, and to do it when he would have us do it? Can there be any thing 
more beneficial or more glorious than to stand, under God’s orders, in the 


position of perfect. readiness, to Wait patiently in the exercise of faith for 
the elevation of the great Commanders standard, and to move, only 
at the bidding of His unerring providence? So far, th erefore, from being 
useless, a religious conservative body, not nominally, but really such, not 
banded together by regulations of human devising, but watehful for the 
openings of Divine Providence, and guided by the teachings of the Holy 
Spirit, is the true salt of the land, and is necessary for the salvation of the 
Republic. | | 
—Fiern. The principles which have been brought forward at this time, are 
applicable in many other cases, which have some analogy to.politieal strifes, 
Contentions often arise, for various causes, in families and neighborhoods, 
which result in the formation of parties.. Let those who protess holiness to | 
the Lord have nothing to do with the partizan movements and measures | 
which spring from such unhappy divisions. They are very likely to be 4 
stained and polluted with the same narrow views, with the same prejudices 
and passions, which characterize party contentions on a large scale. We do 
not mean to say, however, that we are at liberty to be indifferent to them. 
Far from it. Our meaning is, that we should keep our minds tree from the 
entanglements of party-influence, and, irrespective of existing exeitements 
and personal recriminations, do Whatever God. in his providenee would have 
us do, and do it in him, and for him alone. “Shall there be evil in a city, 
and the Lord hath not‘done it?” * There is no strife of neighborhoods, no 
agitation of communitics, no convulsion of empires, to which God is indiffer- 
~ ent. He, who notices the fall of the sparrow, cannot fail to notice the fal! 
and rise of men, the overthrow and restoration of nations. God: will not 
relinquish the government of the world, because “the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing,” because “the kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together.” And he who would east the branch 
of healing into the waters of disease, he who would reform men either po- 
litically or socially, must have faith in God as the great reformative power, 
and must act in co-operation with the divine wisdom and agency, rather 
than in connection with movements suyee sted in human } ignorance and by 
human passion, x. 


bal Amos vi. 3. 
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THE MINISTER'S WIFE. 5 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


THE MINISTER’S WIFE." 


“Tam willing and determined, but nature shrinks from set- 


ting myself upon a hill—the conspicuous object of remark — 


‘the observed of all observers’ — perhaps the talk of this little 


country town; but how glad Lam Iam a minister's wife.” 


My Dear SisTER — My heart tells me that you are still anx- 
iously striving to be fruitful in every good work, and therefore [ 
make no apology for thus introducing myself to you in this form 


so unexpectedly. You know we lovers of Jesus have guides and 


teachers invisible to the natural eyes; we are entrusted with the 


secret of the Lord; and the influence that impels me to write to” 


you now, assures me also that you will be glad to hear from me, 
and will yearn to impart holy counsel and spiritual nourishment. 

I want a faithful correspondent, one who walks in the way of 
holiness —who aims at perfect obedience —who loves with a 
sanctified nature. Will you listen to my call, and talk with me 
with that pen which has long been zealous and successful 1 the 
cause of God? 


I will tell you how I stand, sister. In South America I lost 


the evidence of that gracious work which you will well remem- 


~ ber God wrought for me a few years ago at camp-meeting, and [ 


lost it because I stood entirely alone, ‘and had not the courage 
to be a faithful witness for God. I have sorrowed and motrned, 
but never dared wholly give up the blessing because [ retained 
not the evidence. And now, since my residence in D , In 
view of my heavy responsibilities, in view of God’s willingness 
to make me useful, in view of his exceeding loving kindness In 
bringing me not only back to my own beloved friends and coun- 
try, but. setting me in this pleasant pasturage — placing me ac- 
cording to the dearest wishes of my heart, I have made a new, 
solemn, and entire surrender of myself, my all to God. 


Again I can look up to my Heavenly Father as my covenant. 


God, and to Jesus as my wisdom, righteousness, sanctification 


and ‘redemption. But now to the point. I knew that I should 


stand alone here, should [ come out and profess holiness ; had 
been told none had been known in the town to witness of God? S 
power to save unto the uttermost. 

But God gave me the evidence so bright — so clear, one Sab- 


* Mrs. Rev. O. R. Howard, late Missionary to South America. She has since fabiied 


the society of the redeemed in heaven, and her memoirs, which are now in a course ot 


preparation, will be a sweet repast for all the lovers of holiness. 
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6 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


bath morning in lovefeast, during quarterly meeting, that I arose 
and declared it to the whole church, and ever since, now about 
five weeks, I have been bold, fearless, and active in acknowledging 
the victories of grace, and the cleansing efficacy of Jesus’ blood. 

Yet, dear sister, while I rejoice I tremble. I sometimes think 
that some of the sisters shun me, and Satan whispers, ‘(1 they | 
think you so good—so holy, they are afraid of you.” Well, it 
may be so, but [ am constrained to speak as plainly and pointed-. 
ay: ly as I can, and even to teach all that [ experimentally know of 
) the doctrine of holiness. Some of the sisters have become all 
ye _ alive to the subject, and I believe are earnestly seeking it. So 
" = God permits me some encouragment, while he calls me to feel a 

heavy cross. 

You cannot, [ suppose, surrounded as you are by those who 
know no other language or spirit than holiness, you cannot real- 
ize how I am conscious of such a cross; why, here it is, | am 
willing and determined, but nature shrinks from setting myself 
| upon a hill—the conspicuous object of remark — the observed 
of all observers — perhaps the talk of this little country town. 
But how glad I am, lam a minister's wife. have a commis- 
sion from on high, and [ have a commission from the church. 3 
O! will you not pray for the one whom you and sister L | 
Jed and nourished, and brought up in the road to holines s—that 
being thrust out in God's vineyard, she may be | 
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$ Bold to take up, firm to’sustain, 
The consecrated cross.” 


We have a female prayer-meeting once a fortnight, and [ trust 
God will make it as useful to some precious souls, as your prayer- 
meeting was to me. And now I have told you just where I stand. , 
This place. has been almost like the valley of dry bones. My 
" dear husband has felt that he was laboring against the tide, so 
many barren, so generally spiritually dead. “But. there is evi- 
dently increasing feeling, and we are praying and hoping bis 
ftabors will be blest, and we shall yet have a gracious shower. 
Please write to me, dear sister, and sister LH, to whom 

{ would also direct this letter were she in the city. ‘Tell me, that 

I} may be strengthened in my way, of your victories, your suc-- 
cess, your lengths and breadths, in the increasing knowledge of 
God. Tell me how to do my duties accept ably, and what I 

must do; and may that God, who has led me to long for a spirit- 

ual correspondent, lead you to answer this, and so instruct and | 
edify my soul, that I may water others, and in turn be made a 
blessing. Yours in Christian love. 


| 
| 
if! 
ay 
ok 
| 
| 
| 
at 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t {| 
| 
| 


EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE. pe 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


KVERY DAY EXPERIENCE. 
| (Continued.,) | 
June 27.—For the first time since I received the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost I felt the sudden rise of an indignant emotion, Hitherto my mind 
had been so kept and raised above external Se that nothing from 
this source has seemed to reach and move ‘Retired immediately for 
prayer and humble confession, Found. it: to prostrate myself he- 
fore the Lord; to ask and to. receive forgiveness ; ves, receive forgive- 
ness. Such were my views of God, such my setse of podly sorrow, that 


I could not come from the place of prayer unforgiven, uublest. I real- 


ized that the blood of Jesus is ever flowi ing into the heart of the humble and 
contrite, to wash away sin. Read with great comfort the 86th Psalm — 
“Bow done thine ear, O Lord, hear me; for I am poor and needy.” Am 
distressed at times from a fear of self-secking, while actively engaged in the 
- cause of Christ. This suggestion is as the viper’s s sting; it enters into and 
deeply wounds my spirit. I ery unto the Lord; I spread out my case 
before Him as it is. O Lord, thou knowest I have forsaken all for thee: 
Yea, my own life — my reputation in the world, that which is most dear, I 


desire only to do thy will and pleasure. No one suggestion so often tries 


my mind as tlus, self-seeking, self-gratulation. Lord, I abhor it. I feel 


myself to be a worm, and less than nothing, only as Thou dost breathe upon 


and give me spiritual life. Ido not, J cannot take any glory to myself. Not 
of myself, but of thy grace and goodness to me do IT make mention. Lam 
willing to speak, or willing to be silent, only let me glorify ‘Thee. 


July 18.— Truly all things have become new. I seem to live in a new 
world, and to breathe in a new atmosphere. As I look upwards to the 
visible heavens, my soul itself seems transported thither, In the sun’s pure 
rays, in the moving clouds, in the pure blue ether, J myself'am soaring, As 
1 descend and look around me, all nature is clothed with new beauties, such 
as I have never seen before. I gaze upon the trees, the fields and flowers 
with intense delight. I listen to the sounds of nature, to the wind, to the 
smallest insect’s notes, to the music of the birds, and all seems melody and 
praise to God. Voices of music, and instruments of music, Which to the 
worldly ear have wordly charms, to me are sacred, holy sounds, on which 
my spirit rises higher up to God. Nature and nature’s God are all identifi- 
ed, and from the objects around me I derive great holy enjoyment. God, 
the great, the good, isall around me, wherever L turn my eye. He is within 
me, a portion of myself, In him I live and breathe. I seem to myself to 
be no longer earthly, grovelling, but my whole spirit lifted up to God, as if 
I were united, coherent with Him. I now know what heaven is, as I never 
conceived before. 1 scem to be no moment separate from God. I now sce 
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how God can fill and take up the whole being, so as to become the life, the 


GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


soul of its existenee. I lie down at night unwilling to slumber, to interrupt 
the conscious union of my soul with God; but in my dreams I am still with 
Him, and I awake with the same union of mind, with the same burning 


- emotions of love, as with which I slept. There isa living flame of love in 


my besom, which the live coals, all glowing and radiant with heat, seem 
aptly to represent. | eee | 


July 28.— The. love of God is still abounding and overflowing in my. 


bosom — yes, overflowing ; my delight in God is beyond expression blessed. 


I have found the Lord, the true and only God, the Maker of the heavens and 
the earth, and the Author of my Spirit, and He is my God. What more do 
I desire? Lord, it is enough to possess Thee, to call Thee my God. Thou 


dost fill my soul with thyself. O blessed being! delightful existence to know 


and enjoy God. Now I thank Thee for my existence as I never could 
before. He only lives who lives in God. 


For the Guide Christian 
ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION..— 
3 BY REV. WM. H. RICHARDS. | 

NO. ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


Much is said in the Scriptures about the excellency, import- 


ance and blessedness of holiness. ‘Blessed are the pure in 


heart, for they shall see God.” « And without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord.” Our God is glorious in holiness; his 


heaven is a.holy heaven; his law is a holy law; his worship is 


a holy worship, and his people are a holy people. Hence they 
are often called saints, holy or consecrated persons. All of them 


~are holy; but all are not perfectly holy. This is evident from 


many of the exhortations, prayers and promises, recorded in the 
word of God. The dominion of sin is abolished, and its pollu- 
tion is in some good degree removed, in all the saints; but all 
its roots are not entirely destroyed in many of them. They 
often feel and deprecate them. Every Christian grace is im- 
planted in all of them; but they have not as yet attained that 
maturity in many of them as utterly to exclude sin from their 
hearts. ‘The remains of sin exist in them, but do not’ reign. 
Some of the people of God however are entirely sanctified. 


Hence a distinction is made in the Scriptures between perfect 


and imperfect believers. We read of babes, young men, and 
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ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. Ee 9 


{ 


fathers in Christ. ‘The latter only are perfect men in Christ 
Jesus, or in other words are wholly sanctified. This state of 


erace however may be attained by every true believer, It is the . 


common privilege of the children of God. The attainment of it 
does not so much depend upon the time in which we have been 
engaged in the service of God,. as upon the measure of our 
faith, earnestness, and diligence in the pursuit of it. It is in 
religion according to our faith and faithfulness. 


NO. Il.—ON THE NATURE OF ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION, 


What.is w? 1. It is that maturity or fulness of Christian 


graces that excludes all sin. from the heart; a maturity of faith | 


in Christ that excludes all unbelief and distrust ; of humnlity 
that excludes all pride and vanity ; ;. of love to God and man that 
excludes all selfishness, excessive love of the world, hatred, ill- 


will, envy, &c. This ripeness in religion goes under a variety 


of names in the Scriptures. It is called “ perfection,” ‘perfect 
love,” “entire sanctification,’ “being renewed in the image of 
God, created after him righteomsnéss and true holiness,” 

“being filled with the Holy Ghost,” “and with all the fulness of 
“God.” ~=And that it implies the entire destruction of sin is evi- 
dent from the following passages. “And I will turn my hand 
upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all 
thy tin.” Tsa. 25, will I sprinkle clean water upon 


you, and ye shall be clean; “from all your filthiness:and from. 


all your idols will | cleanse you,” d&c. ‘luzek. 15.— 
-« Knowing this, that our old man, our corrupt nature, is crucified 
with him, ts arrested, suspended, and doomed toa painful and v10- 


lent death, by our union with Christ. that the body of sin, the whole 


of our depravity, might be destroyed, not only subdued, but utterly 
exterminated, hat heweetor th we should notserve sin. For he that 
is dead is freed from sin.’ Rom. vi. 6, 7. ** Who gave himself 
for us that he might redeem us from all sigue and purify unto 
himself a pee aliar people, zealous of good works.” Tit. i. 14. 
All this implies something more than mere deliverance from the 
power of sin, or a partial deliverance from the pollution of it; 
it implies also its utter destruction, We are not, however, saved 


from unavoidable errors in judgment or praetice, which are con-- 


demned by the law, and for which we ever need the atonement. 
It is the full and entire exercise of all our faculties and 
talents in the service of God. ‘This may perhaps be viewed as 
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10 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


the natural result of the preceding maturity in Christian experi- 
ence. ‘The Savior enjoins upon all men, ‘Thou shalt love the =| 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and withall + | 
thy strength,” &c. The perfect believer loves. and obeys Godwith = | 
every faculty and talent that he possesses, and to the utmost 
present capacity of them. ‘He serves him with a perfect heart 
and a willing mind.” Not that he loves God as much as he is 
2. worthy of being loved, for he is worthy of infinite love ; nor that 
im & he loves him as much now as he may do hereafter, for his love is 
i a capable of indefinite improvement; but he loves him as much as 
he is now capable of doing. It is in this sense that his love may 
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ig _ be said to be perfect. It engrosses the whole man, and excludes 
ni every thing opposite to it from the heart and life. “ Herein is 
i our love made perfect, that we may liave boldness in the day of 
Wl judgment.” This includes a supreme preference of God above — 


every object in heaven and earth; perfect complacency in his 
character and works; entire devotedness to his service and 
glory; overflowing gratitude to him for his benefits, and unre- 
served submission to his will in all things. Besides, the perfect 
believer “loves his neighbor as himself,” and « does unto others 
as he would they should do to him.”? He loves him with a love » I 
of justice, good will, and benevolence, and this love excludes | 
every sinful temper towards him from hig heart, and every sinful 
action from his life. ‘The love of his neighbor spontancously 
flows from the love of God as a stream from an overflowing 
fountain. He loves him for God’s sake, as his creature, one that 
_bears his natural image, and is the object of his love. He loves 


at ~ all men, even his worst enemies, with a love of pity and good 
: i will, and he loves all true Christians with a love of approval “and 
delight. Such an individual. possesses the spirit, bears the 
f image, and imitates the character of his heavenly Father. 

a oEn Of such it is said, “As he is, so are we in this world.” 

a ‘ They are pure within and spotless without ; pure in thought, 

» Pie affection and action. “ He that hath this hope in him purifieth 

im} > —_ himself, even as he is pure.”” They are just in all their dealings 

God and their fellow men. « He that doeth righteousness 

os ti is righteous, even as he is righteous.” ‘They are true and faith- 

| |) 1 ful; “their thoughts correspond with their words, and their princi- 

“ples with their actions. “They are kind and sympathetic, 


benevolent and liberal. “Be ye merciful as your Father who 
| is In heaven is merciful.”’ 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
1 fie things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
| tie are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are ‘of 
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good report, if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, they 
think on these things” and practise them. ‘This view of entire 

sanctification does by no means exclude growth or advancement 

in grace: It is complete only as it regards the destruction of all 

sin, and the present exercise of all our faculties and talents in the 
service of God. The mature believer, if he continues faithful, 
will doubtless advance in knowledge and humility, love and 

| blessedness, throug sh We and through eter nity. 


THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN JUSTIFICATION, REGEN- 
ERATION AND ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


1. The distinction between justification and regeneration. 
These blessings are ‘concomitant — they are. experienced at the 
same point of time, though the former precedes the latter in 
point of order. The one never takes place in the case of an 
adult person without the other. ‘There can therefore be no such 
state as amerely justified state, for whom God justifies he renews, 
and vice versa. But there isan essential distinction between 
them. Justification, in a gracious point of view, is pardon or 
forgiveness of sins; regeneration is renovation of heart. The 
former is a relative or outward change —it is something done- 
for us in the court of heavefi; the latter is a. real inward 
change —it 1s something wrought in us by. the power of the — 
Holy. Ghost. The one regards more particularly our past 
sins; the other our present ‘depravity. ‘The one removes our 
condemnation and liability to punishment on account of our 
sins; the other saves us from the power and love of sin. The 
one “changes our relations to God and his law from that of 
condemned and exposed criminals to that of pardoned and 
accepted persons; the other changes our character from that 
of spiritual darkness, pollution and death, to that of divine light, 
purity and life. Regeneration is also one of the genuine evi- 
_dences of justification. 
The distinction between justification and entire ca- 
tion. ‘This is evident enough from the preceding remarks. A 
child can easily distinguish between the pardoning of a criminal 
or the releasing of him from punishment, and the making of 
him-an entirely 1 new man. ‘The former is justification, the latter 
Is Entire sanctification. I need not therefore dwell longer on this 
part of the subject. 


3. The distinction between regeneration and entire sanctifi- 
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cation. This may not be as obvious to some. Regeneration saves 
us from the dominion of sin, and also in a great degree from its 


tire sanctification utterly destroys it. The former implants every 


gentleness,” WC., Gal. v. 22, 23, but in their incipient and im- 
perfect state; the latter brings them to a state of maturity and 


tification 1s both an instantaneous and a gradual work ; it com- 
mences with regeneration, and is completed when all sin is des- 
: troyed from our hearts. Regeneration therefore is the begin- 
ning of purification — entire. sanctification is the completion of 


tified. ‘There may be cases in which God both regenerates and 
case of the dying thief on the cross, but this is not his ordinary 


_these acts of grace. . 


Ns. They believe that when an individual 1s regenerated, he 1s 
; entircly sanctified, or, in other words, that regeneration and entire 
sanctification are one and the same thing. This we cannot be- 
lieve for the following reasons: This-view ts unscriptural. It 


brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto 
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ,” | Cor. i. 1,3. These per- 
sip were true believers, were partially sanctified. See chap. 1. 


at sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,” &c. The 
apostle calls them “brethren,” and asserts that they “were in 


were imperfect believers, “babes in Christ,’ and were therefore 
in some degree carnal. ‘The remains of depravity still clave 


spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he giveth 
more grace.” James iv. 5, 6. See 1 Thes. i. 7. To some 
of the exhortations given to true believers. Having there- 
fore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God,” 2 Cor. vii. 1. These individuals were doubt- 
less regenerated persons, and were partially cleansed from the 
pollution of sin. But they were not entirely cleansed from it, 


pollution ; but it does not entirely save us from inward sin: : One. 
Christian grace in us, such “as love, Joy, peace, long suffering, 


comparative perfection. Regeneration i is an instantaneous work, 
—it is wrought in us in a moment, when we are justified ; sanc- 


it. ‘The remains of sin may exist, though not reign, in a regen- 
erated person, but they cannot exist in one who ts entirely sanc-,, 


wholly sanctifies individuals at one and the same time, as in the | 
manner of working. time generally intervenes 


4. Some, ii am aware, den y the distinction between these bless: 


ts contrary to express passages of God’s word. ‘And I, 


“Unto the church of God, which is at Corinth, to them that— 


wa 


Christ,” i. e., virtually united to him by faithand love. But they | 


to them. “ “Do ye think that the scripture saith,in vain, The 
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nor made perfect in holiness. This is evident from the expres- 
~ sions, ‘‘ Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness,” &c., “ perfect- 


ing holiness in the fear of the Lord.”. They are here urged to 
seck for the completion of the good work already commenced i in 
them. ‘That ye put off, concerning the former conversation, 


the old man, which 1s corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ; 


and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that ye put on 


the new man, which, after God, is created in righteousness and 
“true holiness,” Eph. iv. 20-24. ‘Tere true Christians are exhort- 


ed “to put off the old man, or corrupt nature, to be “ renewed — 
in the spirit of their mind, and to put on the new man,’ &c. 
were not therefore entirely sanctified. See also Col. tii 


-§, and Heb. vi. 1; These exhortations are inconsistent with 


the preceding view on this subject. To prayers offered for them. 
The whole prayer of our Savior for his disciples is proof in 
point. See John xvii. The disciples had been given to him by — 


the Father, and had believed in him and received his words. 


They had therefore been divinely adopted, and had been regene- 
rated by his grace. ‘As many as received: him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on is name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will of 


the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God: me Jonn 4011. 12: 


And yet the Savior prays that they might be sanctified through 
the truth, that. they might be one, and: that they might be inade 
perfect in one. They could not, therefore, at that time, be 
whollv sanctified, and be perfected in love. ‘The apostle Paul 
prays, “ And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I 


pray God your whole spirit, and soul, and body be. preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Thes. v. 


23. ‘These words obviously imply that the Thessalonian breth- 


ren were sanctified in part, but not wholly, or perfectly. He 
prays therefore that the work of sanctification might be completed 
in them, oa nt they might be kept blameless unto death ; see 


Heb. xi. 20, To all those passages that distin cuish be- 


tween imperfect believers. Compare | Bor, 
with chap. im. 1-3. See also Heb. v. 11-14, and vi. 1. James 
il. 1,2. It seems to me that the opinion I am opposing destroys 
In a great measure the force and propriety of these texts. It 
does away the distinction between fathers and babes in Christ, 
by lowering down too much the experience of the former, and by 
elevating too highly the experience of the latter. I cannot-with- 
hold my convictions that its influence will be injurious to the 
cause of truth and vital godliness. It brings down too low the 


standard of Christian experience. . What! must we tell young 
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converts that they are saved from all sin, wholly sanctified, and 
made perfect in love?) How then can we exhort them “to mor- 
tify the deeds of the flesh,” seek for entire holiness, and go on | 
to perfection? And how can we pray that the “ very God of 

peace may sanctify them wholly,” and “make them perfect in 


love.” 


2. It is contrary to the experience of the people of God ; 


‘the experience of those who have obtained the blessing of ior 


fect love. Do not the most intelligent and discriminating among 
them declare that they were justified and regenerated some 
months or years before they were entirely sanctified 3 and that 


during that time they often felt the motions of sin in their 
hearts, and wrestled powerfully a against it? Do they not tell us 


also the time, place and circumstances in which they were en- 


abled to exercise that living faith in the Redeemer’s merits that 


brought a full salvation to their souls? This has been the case 


with the most eminent among them in modern days. And _ have 
they been all deceived in this matter? I cannot believe it. 


To the experience of those who have not yet attained it. 


Many of these can tell the time when they were justified and 


born of God; and ever since that time the spirit of adoption 
hath borne Witness with their spirit that they are accepted in the 
beloved, and they have evinced his fruits in their tempers, words 
and actions. -But they have often felt the remains of sin in their 
hearts, and have had many a sore battle with it. And even now 


they feel and deprecate it, fight against it, and pray God to save 


them from it. Sin exists in them contrary to their own will. 
They hate and detest it. Nothing would be more desirable to 


them than entire deliverance from: Fi 


«Will it be said that they were never regenerated? for 


© Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin.’” I answer, 


there is a vast difference between committing sin and having sin 
in us. The one is always a voluntary transgression of God's 

law, the other may be involuntary, and even against our own 
choice, “Or will it be said that they have backslidden from God.” 
This looks too uncharitable to me. I cannot believe it. Many 
of them are not conscious of such a thing. They believe rather 


that they have been growing in grace and ripening for Heaven ; 
and their lives confirm it. Besides I cannot conceive, if regene- 


ration and entire sanctification are the same thing, es an indi- 


vidual can backslide at all and retain either eae justification or 


his regeneration. Let us look at thisa moment. No man can 
be a Christian unless he is regenerated ; but regeneration, ac- 
cording to this opinion, is the same thing with entire sanctifica- 
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tion. No man can therefore be a Christian unless he is entirely 
sanctified. But no man can be entirely sanctified who feels the 


remains of depravity in his heart; therefore no man can be a_ 


Christian who feels the remains of depravity i in his heart. ‘This 
is dangerous ground to tread upon. I fear that we should un- 
christianize many of the children of God in taking it. “Tf IT say, 
I will speak thus: behold, [ should offend against the eenerauon 
of thy children.” Jt would be putting a stumbling block 4 in their 
way, and destroying our weak brethren for whom ‘Christ died. 

3. It is contrary to the opinions of the best and the wisest 
men since the days of the apostles. It would be easy to show 
that it has been the almost unanimous opinion of the Christian 


Church in’ all ages, that there is a distinction between regencra- 


tion and entire sanctification, and that the roots of sin do remain 
in the merely regencrated. But we shall confine ourselves to a 
few brief quotations from the works of some of our standard 
writers as Methodists, who have written as clearly on this subject 
as any others. Wesley says, “ We allow that the state of a justi- 
fied person is inexpressibly great and glorious. He is’ born 
again, not of blood, nor of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. a member of Christ, an leit of the kingdom of iia vei 
* * But was he not then freed from all that there 
wasnosin in his heart? I cannot say this — I cannot believe it.’ 
Works, vol. i. p. 109. See the whole sermon. Again, “llow 


naturally do those who experience such a change (1. e., the new. 


birth) imagine that all sin is gone, that it is utterly rooted out 
of their heart, and has no more any place therein, How easily 
do they draw the inference ‘I feel no sin, therefore T have none ; 

it does not. stir, therefore it does not exist ; it has no motion, 
therefore it has no being. = But it is seldom long before they 
are undeceived, finding sin was only suspended, not destroyed. 

Temptations return, and sin revives, showing it was but stunned 
before — not dead. They now feel two principles in themsclyes, 
plainly contrary to each other; the flesh lusting against the 
spirit; nature opposing the grace ‘of God.”’ Vol. i. p. 385. Again, 
“They, (the Methodists, ) know that at the same tine aman ts 
justified sanctification begins. For when he is justified, ‘he is 
born again, ‘born from above,’ ‘born of the Spirit ;’ which, al- 
though it is not (as some suppose) the Ait shoei sancufi- 
cation, 1s doubtless the gate to it.” Vol. i. p: 389. Again, 
“When does inward sanctification begin the moment a man 


is Justified. (Yet sin remains in him, yea, the seed of all sin, till. 


he is sanctified throughout.) — From_ that time (the time of justi- 
fication) a believer vradually dies to sin, and grows in grace’ 


Vol. vi. p. 496. So far Wesley. 


. 


. * 


48 
wpe 
t 
Py 
} 
ve. 
| ; 
} 
| 
. é 


16 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


Watson says, “ That a distinction exists between a regenerate 
state and a state of entire and perfect holiness, will be generally 
allowed. Regeneration, we have seen, is concomitant with Justi- 
fication; but ‘the apostles, i 1n addressing the body of believers in 
the churches, to whom they wrote thelk epistles, set before them, | 
both in the prayers they offer in their behalf, and in the exhorta- 
tions they administer, a still higher degree of deliverance from 
sin, as well as a higher erowth in Christian virtues.”” Institute, 
part ii. chap. 295. | | | 
~The venerable Bishop Hedding says, In an address delivered 
to the candidates for orders in the New Jersey Conference, April, | 
1841, and afterwards published by the request of the Confer. 
ence in the Christian Advocate and Journal, “‘ Regeneration also 
being the same as the new birth, is the beginning of sanctifica- 
tion, “though not the completion of It, or not entire sanctification. 
Regeneration is the beginning of purification ; entire sanctifica- 
tion is the finishing oA that werk. The difference between a 
justified soul who is not fully sanctified, and one fully sanctified, 
I understand to be this: — The first (if he does not backslidc) 
is kept from voluntarily committing known sin, which is what 1s _ 
commonly meant in the New Testament by “committing sin. 
But he yet finds in himself the remains of inbred corruption, 
or original sin; such as pride, anger, envy, &c. Now, in all 
this the regenerate soul does not act voluntarily, his choice is 
against all “these evils; God has given him a new heart, which 
hates all these evils, and resists and overcomes them as soon as 
the mind perceives them. ‘The regenerate soul wishes these evils 
were not in his heart, yet he has in himself no power to destroy 
them. ‘Though the Christian does not feel guilty for the deprav- 
ity, as he would do if he had voluntarily broken the law of God, 
yet he ts often grieved and afflicted, and reproved at a sight of 
this sinfulness of his nature, * ™*..* It seems that the sinful- 
‘ness of our nature, or original sin, may remain in the new-born 
soul independent of choice, and even against choice.”’ | 

“The second, or the person fully sanctified, is cleansed from 
all these inward involuntary sins. He may be tempted by Satan, 
by men, and by his bodily appetites, to commit sin, but his heart 
is free from these inward fires, which, before his full sanctifica- 
tion, were ready to fall in with temptation, and lead him into 
transgression. He may be tempted to be proud, to love the 
world, to be revengeful or angry, &c., but he feels none of these 
passions ;_ the Holy Glrost has cleansed him from all these pollu- 
tions of his nature. Thus it is, that, being emptied of sin, the 
perfect Christian is filled with the love of ‘God. even with ‘that 
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perfect love which casteth out fear.” * These extracts fully con- 
firm the views that I have advanced on these interesting and 1m- 

| | (To be continued.) | 


* The whole address from which the above extracts are made is worthy of thorough 
study by our people. It embodies in a few words as satisfactory an exposition of the dis. 
tinction between justification, regeneration and entire sanctific ation, as | have ever read, 
It is now published | in Dr. Peck’ 8 able work on Christian Perfection. 


> For: the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
A MINIS VIEWS AND EXPERIENCE OF MOLINESS. 
« The tree of knowledge is not that of life.” 


My dear brother and sister in Christ, whose friendship, as it is 
for the sake of Jesus, and him only, I so highly appreciate, will 
be pleased to know that my heart is fixed —that I can say as: 
Peter ‘Lord, thou knowest that I love thee and as David 
said, Whom have I in heaven but thee?” 

O this deadness to the world and this living in Christ, bay 
sweet is it! ‘Truly [. feel that I am a stranger and a pilgrim 
here. But [am joyfully hastening upward, and the prospect is 
brighter and more beautiful every ‘day of my life, and the best of 
all is, 1 know that [ am nota stranger there, for my name is 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. . : 

O what a precious Savior is ours! Well did the angel say, 
“His name shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins.’ 

I assure you, my dear partners in the faith once delivered to 
the saints, that I never could have imagined the ecstatic joy some 
time since, that I now find in my soul — “oy unspeakable and 
full of glory.” ‘The apostle knew all about it, or he could not 
have expressed himself. O how I feel the force of the dear Re- 
deemer’s expression, “ Not as the world giveth give f unto you.’ 
There was a time when the applause and honors of the world 
were the objects of my desire, and my soul panted for the crown 
held forth in the arena; but I have found that “the tree of 
knowledge is not that of life,” and the Lord in great mercy, by 
a way I knew not, led me from darkness. ant — from the wis- 


dom of the world to the wisdom of God, Ag 


“Other knowledge I disdain, 
"Tis all but vanity ; 
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Christ the Lamb of God was slain, 
He tasted death for me. 


Me to save from endless woe, 
The sin-atoning victim died; 
Only Jesus will I know, 
And Jesus crucified.” 


Since I was in New York, and more especially si since my return 

from Europe, I have enjoyed much of the favor of God. [I shall 

never forget the moment when, on the bosom of the great deep, 

I felt the ” fulness of Christ's salvation as I had never felt it 
before, and knew what it was to have a clean heart — 


“ A heart in every thought renewed, 
And full of love divine.” — 


And why is not the blessing more generally received? I say 
received, because God for Christ’ s sake is willing to give it, and 
to give it now. Alas! what an apathy there is in the church 
with respect to HoLiness! What a vain reliance on past expe- 
rience! What an unwillingness to believe what God aa 
spoken! 

‘My time is very much engaged, or I would gladly write a 
volume to my valued friends on this subject. Will they pray for 
me, and accept the assurance of my prayers for them. O let us 
pray for the church, for the spread of holiness, for the coming of 
Christ. 
God bless you ‘my dear brother and sister. “May you be 
burning and shining lights—living examples of holiness. 


Affectionately yours, : J. M. I. 


For the Guide to Christin Perfection. 


TESTIMONY OF A TRAVELLER IN TILE W Ay OF 
HOLINESS. 


I have desired ardently that I might be so directed in this 
communication as to glorify my adorable Lord. 

You wish to know how I am sustained, and I desire to inform - 
you; but O! how shall I express myself with clearness and sim-_ 
plicity ? You will rejoice to hear that I am sustained. In- 


expressible joy and gratitude fill my heart while I record it to the 
‘praise of God's erace. 


| iG 
4. 
| 
} 
} 
> 
af 
ay 
ian 
Bi 
| 
4 
7 
Bat | iF 
‘Bas 
4 Beit 4 
J 
a1” 
ij 
oe 
Mi 
q 
tt 
vi 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


TESTIMONY OF A TRAVELLER IN THE WAY OF HOLINESS. 19 


| have entire confidence in the faithfulness of Him who hath 

promised not only to cleanse us from all our filthiness and idols, 
but, He says, “I will also save you from all your uncleannesses,” 
which promise I look upon as additional, designed to show us 
the necessity of continual dependence upon him, and his pur- 
pose to keep us clean. 

It was on the 2d of January that I was enabled to offer all 
unto God,— from which time, until 1 wrote you on the Sth, you 
“are acquainted with much of my experience. _ 

Since then my mind has been variously exercised, though 
I have been enabled to “hold fast the profession of my 
faith without wavering,’ and have enjoyed continued peace, and 
occasionally great joy. I have uniformly borne testimony to this 
ereat salvation when practicable, and have been earnestly stretching 
after greater attainments — desiring to be rooted and grounded in 
love, and to know the length, and breadth, and depth of Jesus’ love. 

Tam by no means a Perfectionist. I believe that the field 
for spiritual ihprovement Is more extensive now than ever, for 
now the moral sensibilities are more acute — the conscience more 
tender — the spiritual emotion stronger — the heavenly prospect 
brighter, and the charms of the upper world more alluring, and 
‘consequently the desires more intense and permanent. 

So likewise the understanding of tur worp is clearer, the ap- 
proval of what is excellent, and the disapproval of what is 
wrong more prompt and certain, and consequently the obliga-— 


tory feelings, inspired by heartfelt gratitude, and a deep sense of ae 


duty more regular and influential. 

Such, dear friends, at Jeast, is my experience. I do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness. As the hart panteth after the 
cooling water brook, so panteth my soul after the fulness of the 
Spirit. Tam trying, by much prayer, and study of the Word, 
and meditation, to become daily more deeply acquainted with | 
the things of God. 

Since I wrote you, after three days of heaviness, in which I 
was sorely tried, | received a copious baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
dispersing the cloud, and revealing my adorable Lord in great 
loveliness. During that trial I was sustained by the promises, and 
a confidence in “the Internally Faithful and True.” And the re- 
turning light of his countenance was accompanied with such a 
manifestation of Ilis Spirit, that I can never lorget, and never 
doubt that witness of acceptance. 

We have precious seasons in our class meetings now. ‘Two 
of the brethren profess the blessing, and with the most unatlected 
simplicity, bear testimony that SEEUS “igs able to save to the utter- 
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most.” There are two others earnestly crying after the blessing 
but are seemingly unwilling to receive it by faith alone. In 
regard to the ‘Guide to Christian Perfection,” there are five 
subscribers here, and we are very much profited by it. 

— Yours in the bonds of Christian affection. 


if | ri Of the tivelve chosen by our bation, one was an apostate: He had seen 
bs 3 the wonderful works of Jesus; he knew the evidences of his divinity; he 
: UN had been sent to preach the coming of the kingdom of God and to cast out 
: devils. But notwithstanding all this, he sold his master for a few pieces of 
q | silver, The awful circumstances connected with his apostacy are foretold 


in the Old Testament, and his miserable death is recorded in the New, as a 
és warning to all who take the name of Jesus upon them, that they may not 
depart from their first love, or lift up their heel against their divine Master. 

- Yet, with this and many other examples of apostacy, and the many solemn — 
declarations which God has made to his people to defend them from the | 
rocks of perdition, there have been in every age and every denomination of — | 
the Christian church, the backslider, the hypocrite and the apostate. 

‘They have been not only in the church, but in the ministry. ‘Those who 
professed to be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach the gospel, have fallen 
by the hand of the enemy. Some of them have brought wounds upon Zion | 
which should clothe her daughters in the deepest mourning. Such calami- 
ties have been so distributed among the Christian churches, that no one 
could thank God, if so disposed, that in this respect they were not as other 

churches. All might have covered themselves with sackcloth and ashes, 
and exercised an abundant sympathy of the deepest grief. 

While this would have become us as sister churches, and would have 
commanded the admiration of the unconverted, there have been professors 
of religion ready to take the advantage of such calamities, and cast reproach 
upon the afllicted people. This has been the case with some religious 
newspapers. When the editor of the Oberlin Evangelist fell, an effort was 

lt ia made to cast opprobrium on the doctrine of Christian Perfection. Mr. Tay- 
| hae lor did not profess to enjoy the blessing of perfect love, but he believed it 
the privilege of the Christian to enjoy that blessing; he was connected with 
a paper which supported the doctrine; so his fall was considered an appo- 
site Opportunity to put down the supposed heresy. 
| Such an effort was made by the New York Observer. Such a fall was in 
| A their view the tendency and result of the doctrine he entertained. But 
when Mr. Johnson, late the editor of the New York Evangelist, apostatized, 
eee some other cause must be discovered. It could not be the doctrine of Chris- 
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tian holiness which led to his fall, for he had strenuously opposed it. Well, 
what then? He had taken some part, though not very prominent, in the 
moral reforni enterprise. So the curse of his apostaey must needs fall upon 
that, The Observer by insinuations throws obstacles in the way of the 


devoted ones who are stemming the tide against the fearful, the lukewarm 


and the licentious. | 
But all this is to no purpose. This ungenerous imputation. is hardly 


made before the disgrace of two other ministers of high standing is published - 
to the world. And surely they had not been guilty of aiding the moral: 


reformers, por had they entertained the doctrine of entire sanctification in 
the’ present life. What then has been the oceasion of their fall? The 


(Presbyterian) New York Observer may charge prelacy, upon the one and. 


Congregationalism upon the other, with as much. consistency as it charges 


the sins of Mr. Taylor and Mr. Johnson upon Christian Perfection and moral 


reform. | | 

We attribute the ruin of all these men to one and the same cause. They 
walked too much in their own strength; they did not consecrate all to God ; 

they preached the precepts of the Bible without depending upon the power 


of grace; if they opposed sin, they allowed. their minds to dwell on its 
pleasures, rather than on its exceeding sinfulness and its dreadful conse- 


quences. 

None of them would have fallen had they lived according to all they 
preached and professed to believe. It is true, We think it better to believe 
in the privilege and importance of entire sanctification in this life, but we 
have not the lack of charity to suppose all who differ from us insincere, or 
In imminent danger. And itis far from us to retaliate on such an oceasion. 


We have been piereed to the heart by the fall of some who sympathized. 


With our sentiments; and we have been grieved that some of our opponents 
should charge the ruin of such upon the sentiments they entertained, when 
they kuew perfectly that men of their own views had equally disgraced the 
cause of Christ, and quite as often, And now, so far from retaliating, we 


express our deep regret at the fall of these men ; we- tender our sincere 
condolence to our afilicted brethren, We are Wounded. We suffer with 


the body of Christ. | 

We ask, with what propriety can the iniquities of men be charged to 
their opposition to any sin, though they fall into that very sin? How can 
the doctrine that we ought to love God with all the heart, or the belief that 
we. have attained to such a state, be injurious ?° Or how can any effort, 
properly conducted, to save men from licentiousness, Involve Us in that sin ? 

It is not the province of eur little sheet to maintain or defend moral reform 
efforts. Nor should we refer to the subject had it not come up in this.con- 
nection, But we will venture the opinion that it is a worthy enterprise. 
We are acquainted with many of the most devoted Christians who are 
engaged in this work, and we have the utmost confidence that they accom- 
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plish great good, and keep themselves unspotted from the world. And why 
should they not engage in it? Are we to enforce nine commandments and 
let alone the seventh? Js human nature such that we are in but little dan- 
ger on that subject? It would seem that God has warned us as faithfully 
against fornication and adultery as against any other sin. And it is about as 
vit evident that there isa false, if not criminal delicacy among Christians on 

ie We are aware that a person may oppose intemperance, and yet become a 
drunkard, by thinking too much of the taste of strong drinks; but if he 
dwells upon the drunkard’s disgrace and misery in this and the world to 
come, trusting in God, he will be safe. So a moral reformer may dwell 
upon the pleasures of sin and be ruined. Butif he receives the seventh 
commandment as from Mount Sinai, if he looks upon the present misery 
and disgrace of the licentious, and the latter end of the wicked, if lhe labors 
‘to pluck them as brands from the burning, and if he does it with an eye 
single to the glory of —, then he will find grace sufficient, and a sure re- 
ward. 

And now we ask, Does the doctrine of Christian Perfection, as taucht by 
the Methodist Church and the Oberlin school tend to licentiousness? We 
are aware that Perrectionism has such a tendency; but we have nothing 
to do with that any more than light has to do with darkness. Nor have the 
Oberlin people. When President Mahan first became an advocate of this 
doctrine, he published the following contrast between the doctrine he had 
embraced and perfectionism. 


This dnetrine, is said, is, or, in its legitimate tendencies, leads to Per 
fectionism. If any individual will point out any thing intrinsic in the doc- 
trine here maintained, at all allied to that error, I, for one, will be among the 
first to abandon the position which I am now endeavoring to sustain. Per- 
fectionism, technically so called, is, in my judgment, in the native and neces- 
sary tendencies of its principles, worse than the worst form of infidelity. 
The doctrine of holiness now under consideration, in all its essential features 
and elements, stands in direct opposition to Perfectionism. It has absolute- 
ly nothing in ‘common with it, but a few ternis derived from the Bible. * 

1. Perfectionism, for example, in its fundamental principles, is the abro- 
gation of all law. The doctrine of holiness, as here maintained, is perfect 
obedience to. the precepts of the law. It is the “righteousness of the law 
fulfilled in us.” 

2. In abrogating the moral law, as a rule of duty, abrogates 
all obligation of every kind, and to all beings. The detrine of holiness, 
here maintained, contemplates the Christian asa “debtor to all men,” to the 
full extent of lis capacities, and consists in a perfect discharge of all these 
obligations — of every obligation to God and man. 

3. Perfectionism is a “rest” which suspends all efforts and prave r, even 
for the salvation of the world. The doctrine of holiness, as here maintained, 
consists in sucha sympathy with the love of Christ, as constrains the sub- 
ject to consecrate his entire being to the vlory of Christ, in the salvation of 
men. 

4. Perfectionism substitutes the direct teaehing of the Spirit, falsely called. 
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in the place of the “werd.” ‘This expects such teachings only in the dili- 


gent study of the word, and tries every doctrine by the “law and the testi- 


mony,” — “the law and the testimony,” expounded in conformity with the le- 
gitimate laws of interpretation. 

». Pertectionism surrenders up the soul to blind impulse, assuming that 
every existing desire or impulse is caused by the direct agency of the Spirit, 


and theretore to be gratified. The doctrine of holiness, as here Maintained, 
consists in the subjection of all our powers and propeusitiesto the reves iled 


will of God. 


6. Pertectionism abrogates the § Sabbath, and all the ordalancée of the gos- 
pel, and, in its legitimate tendene’ les, even marriage itself.) The doctrine of “ho- 


liness, as here maintained, is a state of pe rect moral purity, induced and 
perpetuated by a caretul observance of all these ordinances, together with 


subjection to other: influences of the gospel, received by ith. 

7. Pertectionism renders, its fiindame ntal principles, all perfection an 
impossibility, If, as this system maintains, the Christian is treed trom all 
obligation, is bound by no law —in short, if there is no standard with which 
to compare his actions, (and there is none,) if the moral law, as a rule of 
action, is abrogated, moral pertection can no more be predicated of the 
Christian than of the horse, the ox or the ass. © The doetrine of holiness on 
the other hand, as here maintained, contemplates the moral law as the only 


-rale and standard of the moral conduct, and cousists In perfect contoruiity to 


the precepts of this law, | 

8. Perfeetionism, in short, in its essential sieiaiciees Is the perfection of li- 
centiousness, The doctrine of holiness, as here maintained, ; is the perfect 
and perpetual harmony of the soul with “whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are honest,” “just,” “ pure,” “lovely,” and: of “sood report,” 
and if there. be any virtue, “ and if there be any praise,” With these things 
also. 

What agreement, then,. has the doctrine of holiness, as here maintained, 
with Perteetionism 2 same that light has with darkness, man 
might, with the same propriety, aflirm that Lam a Unitarian, because I be- 
lieve in one God, while T hang my whole eternity upon the doctrine of the 
Trinity, as to affirm that | am a Perfectionist, because I hold the doctrine of 
holiness as now presented. 


Some, we are aware, have seemed willing to make the Oberlin divines re- 
sponsible for Perfe ctionism, but, with such disclaimers, the public will judge 
with how much honesty. Editors of newspapers scriahile ought to know 
better. We think they did know. better. Yet Mr. Taylor’s derelictions 


were charged upon the doctrine he entertained —the doctrine of Christian 


Perfection,— which is that God requires us to be holy now, and has provid- 
ed grace that we may become so, and that some do arrive at such a state. 
And it is taught in connection with this — that such stand only by a constant 
act of faith in the blood of the atonement, and prayer without ceasing, It 
is believed they are safe only as they keep near a throne of grace, and put 
forth their utmost effort to grow in grace. And one part of this doctrine is 


—as fully understood as the other, by those who profess to have arrived at this 


blessed state. Do such sentiments tend to licentiousness 2? It would seem 
to us that the man who makes the assertion has a dispute with his Maker. 
The sentiment, that we may make an entire consecration to God, and that he 
will cleanse us from all unrighteousness, has a tendency to keep us from sin. 
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tion upon themselves, and reproach upon the people of God. 
_ firm the unbeliever in his infidelity, and may slay the: souls of thousands by 


not precisely of our sect? 
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Praise to our Heavenly Father, that he has provided a full salvation ; that 
‘we may love him with all our hearts ; that we may live with an eye single to 
his glory. Reader, let us trust in God for this great blessing. 
what we need. 


It is Just 
We need it now. Though many are faithful, religion seems 


at a lowebb. Many of the children of Zion are in voluntary captivity; 
they have hung their harps upon the willows, and are squandering their 
time by the streams of Babylon. The Lord have mercy on them. Some of — 
the leaders of Israel are preferring the pleasures of sin to the recompense of | 
reward. ‘They open afresh the wounds of Jesus — they bring condemna- 


They 


their fall! 
And shall we look coolly on, and retnark uingenerously, because they are 

If others will do it, we cannot help it. But we 

must not do it) When Jesus is pierced, we are wounded; when he bleeds, 


we faint. 


The world may smile, or sneer, 
Ilis eye is fixed upon an endless glory ; he 


Happy is the true believer. 
he heeds it not. 


sees the King in his beauty, and the land which is very far off. 
By faith he brings its glories near. 


He already. enjoys them by 
sweet anticipation, and can say, “The Lord is mine, and I am 
his.’ Is this our delightful experience ? | If so, then death will 
be an everlasting gain: we shall hail its approach with gladness, 
and bless the hour which brings us into the presence of our God. 

Happy is the man whom grace has united to the Friend of sin- 
ners. Because Jesus lives 7 shall live also. Whilst in the body 
he lives by faith in the blood of Jesus —by faith in the power of 
Jesus — by faith in the promise of Jesus: and when out of the 
body, his perfect spirit shall for ever dwell with Jesus. 


ERRATA. 


In brother Richards’ sermon in the April Guide iene were afew mis- 
takes. 


Page 224— for mourned read murmured. 
Page 228— For progress read possess, © 
Same page, omit, “'That order appears the most nainral: 
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